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What Should Protestants Do? 


HAT should Protestants do about the growing influence of the 
Roman Catholie church in the United States? 


1. Our ministers and our members should study the teach- 
ings of the Catholic church with a view to understanding better their 
significance for the life of the American church and nation. . 


2. Our denomination should recall that Protestants have a two- 
fold heritage; that, to be sure, of protest against ecclesiastical error, 
but chiefly of witness for the truth. Let us redouble our efforts to 
make the spiritual gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ so 
clearly known that none within our bounds or beyond may have excuse 
for confusing with that gospel the grossly materializing doctrines of 
the papacy. . 


3. Sermons should be preached, particularly on Reformation Day,* 
that will instruct our people in facts about Romanism of which many 
of them are now ignorant. It is especially incumbent upon us to make 
known to our young people contemplating marriage what issues are 
at stake in a mixed marriage. 


4. This Synod reaffirms its belief in the historie Protestant and 
American principle of the separation of church and statc and we would 
encourage all legislators and jurists to resist pressures toward further 
abrogations of this principle and to restore it where already weakened. 


5. Our members should deal in perfect charity touching the Roman 
Catholic question, avoiding personal animus where individual Catho- 
lies are concerned, yet insisting on the right of free speech in pointing 
out the errors and dangers of the Catholic system, not being deterred 
from this freedom by the hierarchy’s false pleading of a tolerance 
which it rejects in principle and denies in practice. 

6. It is important that all who believe in the spiritual gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ should work together as one body where Roman- 
ism is concerned, as well as in all other matters —Statement recently 
adopted by the Synod of South Carolina. 


*Reformation Day is being observed on October 23 


and October 30 














Letters to the Editors 





Doctrines of the Presbyterian Church” 
which | read last month. 
Please do not consider me critical. 1 


Appeal for Veterans Svown lo be Fradulent wouldn't dare be. I just thought the book 


might be helpful. An old 83-year-old 





Shrewd Letter Gets Results 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In your issue of October 3 there appears 
a communication ... presenting an article 
from the Christian Science Monitor. 

I think you ought to be advised im- 
mediately that the piece from The Monitor, 
purporting to be a plea from a Rev, Law- 
rence Aber, of Patzcuaro, Michoacan 
Mexico, for books, since it first appeared 
in that newspaper has subsequently on 
at least two occasions been repudiated by 
The Monitor. The Monitor editors ac- 
cepted the plea in good faith (as did 
Reader Payne) but later were advised that 
the plea was not a legitimate one; they 
therefore asked their readers to ignore the 
plea. . 

I am sure that many of my fellow-Pres- 
byterians will be moved to send along aid 
to this fellow which might well otherwise 
go to worthy legitimate Presbyterian pro- 
jects, of which, goodness knows, there are 
a plenty. 

COWL RIDER. 

News Leader, Richmond, Va 





In response to an inquiry py the editors, 
the Christian Science Monitor replied: 


. itis a fact that it became necessary 
for us to recall the appeal made in behalf 
of Lawrence Aber, because of information 
that came to us after investigation. 

We have communicated with the State 
Department and the Post Office authori- 
ties, and we have received a notice from 
the Post Office Department that the “Post- 
master General upon evidence satisfactory 
to him... .” sent word to the post offices 
“forbidding them to certify any postal 
money orders drawn to the order of Law- 
rence Aber et. als.” and ordered postal 
authorities “to inform the remitter of any 
such postal money order that payment 
thereof has been forbidden.” The Post- 
master General further ordered postmas- 
ters at various postoffices to return such 
letters and material with the word “Fraud- 
ulent” written plainly or stamped upon 
such letters. 

There is a very thick file on Aber in the 
office of the Associate Solicitor of the Vet- 
erans Administration in Washington 
The preliminary report of the State De- 
partment is that “there is no official 
knowledge of a wounded veterans retreat 
at Patz.” 

Like yourself, we are tremendously 
sorry that it has turned out this way, but 
we are grateful for the very generous re- 
sponse we have had from readers in mak- 
ing contributions. 


Believes Both 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I am always interested in the letters 
to THE OUTLOOK. I am especially con- 
cerned over one signed “Walter S. Roberts, 
Owensboro, Ky.,"" October 3. I am not 
speaking of those who wish the Confession 
of Faith revised. T am not wise enough 
to know. 

He asks how many ministers would dare 
preach on Foreordination and Free Moral 
Agency, or Election and the Saving Grace 
of Jesus Christ in the same sermon. It 
seems to me both are taught in the Bible. 
Take one verse for instance, “Work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembl- 
ing—do it yourself.” Then add the last 
part of the same verse, “for it is God that 
worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his own good pleasure.” Predestination. 

Or take the history of Joseph. He said 


woman would not consider herself fit to 
himself that God sent him to save his criticize. 


brethren. Predestination. However his EVELYN G. (Mrs. Geo.) FEILD. 
conduct after he reached Egypt was his Gloucester, Va. 

own responsibility. God rewarded him for 

it 


oe Never Cease to Be Grateful 
A minister of another denomination said 


to me, “You can’t believe in both.” I re- TO THE OUTLOOK: 


plied, “I can because I do.” He answered, . . . I have read the September 26 issue 
“I can’t believe in what I do not under- from cover to cove. ... I spent one full 
stand.” I asked, “Do you believe in semester as a student at Austin Col- 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, three Gods lege. . . . and I shall never cease to be 


in one?” He replied, “Yes.” I questioned grateful to the college for the many values 


why he believed some things taught in the which I derived from that period of 


Bible and rejected others. study.... 
What I am really writing for is to rec- J. EARL MORELAND, President. 
ommend Dr. W. L. Lingle’s “History and tandolph-Macon College, Ashland, Va. 





Yet to be reached 


YOUR GOAL FOR DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


The story is abroad in the land. Davidson College must 
stabilize its present and insure its future. This will require no 


less than $2,500,000. 


To date $1,830,000 has been received in pledges and cash. 
$670,000 must yet be secured. Any delay in the completion of 
this effort is a hindrance to the Davidson program of Christian 


edueation. 


Now is the time to offer your gift. Regardless of size, it will 


he treasured by succeeding generations of youth. 


The Goal Must Be Reached Now 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 


J. R. Cunningham, D. D., LL. D., President. 
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Federal Council in 
Petition to Court 
Asks Review of Case 


Support Given Texas Negro 
Seeking University Entrance 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—A brief 
was filed in the U. S. Supreme Court 
here by the Federal Council of Churches 
supporting the petition of Herman 
Marion Sweatt, Texas Negro, for review 
of a case in which he sought admission 
to the University of Texas. 

The amicus curiae (friend of court) 
brief stated that segregation enforced 
by legal means was a denial of equal 
protection under law, of the dignity of 
individuals, and of the Christian con- 
cept of universal brotherhood. 

According to the Federal Council, 
Sweatt’s case confirms the thesis that 
“separate but equal facilities’’ in the 
matter of public education ‘tends to 
maintain a permanent pattern of im- 
posed inferiority and subjection.”’ 


Southern Presbyterians Dissent 


Acting for the Federal Council was 
its counsel, attorney Charles H. Tuttle 
of New York. The brief noted that the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States (Southern) disassociated itself 
from the action by vote of its represen- 
tatives on the Federal Council’s execu- 
tive committee. 





PRESBYTERIAN, US, 
EXPLANATION 


In response to an inquiry about 
their dissent, the Presbyterian, US, 
representatives on the Federal Coun- 
cil’s executive committee, John‘ M. 
Alexander and J. McDowell Richards, 
state that they opposed the idea of 
presenting briefs of amicus curiae (as 
friend of the court) when it was dis- 
cussed last summer. At that time 
the request was made that the US 
church be recorded as disassociating 
itself from any brief that might be 
presented regardless of the merits. 
Then, in the case now under consider- 
ation, “to make precaution doubly 
sure,’’ the representatives also disas- 
sociated themselves specifically from 
the brief in the Sweatt Case.— 
EDITORS. 





The executive committee, comprising 
delegates of all the Council’s constituent 


NO WOMEN IN PULPITS 


Dallas, Tex. (RNS)—One of the 
world’s leading churchwomen is not in 
favor of women as ministers. 

According to Mrs. C. S. Harrington 
of Houston, one of two women members 
of the World Council of Churches’ 
policy-forming Central Committee, ‘“‘wo- 
man’s place is in the home.” 

Speaking before the annual mission 
school of the Dallas Council of Church 
Women, Mrs. Harrington said churches 
might well be made up of women alone 
if the ladies served in all of them as 
ministers. 





churches, recently approved the request 
of the Department of Race Relations to 
file a friend of court brief in the Texas 
segregation case. 

In;its brief, the Council urged that 
Sweatt’s petition for a writ of certiorari 
be granted “in order that the inherent 
issue so overshadowing American life 
be fully discussed, considered and de- 
cided in this great tribunal.’’ 


Concerned With Religious Principles 


The Supreme Court was advised that 
the brief was filed because of the Coun- 
cil’s “interest in, and concern with, the 
legal, ethical and religious principles 
which, it is respectfully submitted, are 
challenged by the decisions of the courts 
below enforcing segregation as a result 
of the fact of race.”’ 

“These decisions (of the lower courts) 
violate,’’ the Council said, “the Consti- 
tutional guarantee of equal protection 
under law and also the free democratic 
principles and spiritual ideals which we 
profess as a nation.”’ 


The brief was the first of its kind 
ever filed by the Federal Council. 


Benevolences for Half of 
Church Year Are Reported 


Benevolences for six months of the 
church year show receipts by Assembly 
agencies up to September 30, as follows: 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $99,074; increase, 
$9,157. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $164,866; 
increase, $3,246. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond). $37,108; increase $1,395. 

Foreign Mission (Nashville), $378,- 
408; decrease, $11,851. Program of 
Progress, net, $117,765. 

Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 
mond), $34,070; increase, $9,694. 


Status Quo Voted 
For Mexican Schools 
By Synod of Texas 


Majority of Nineteen Keeps 
Institutions Separate 


Vigorous forward movements, lively 
debates and decided divisions of opinion 
brought the recent meeting of the Synod 
of Texas something of the flavor of a 
meeting of the General Assembly—at 
least, all that can be compressed into 
two days. 

Three synods met simultaneously to 
recognize the 100th birthday of Austin 
College. During the school term, with 
college facilities crowded, this was a 
brave undertaking, but the administra- 
tion in Sherman was admirably suc- 
cessful. Chief provision for the synods 
(Presbyterian, US and USA of Texas, 
and US of Oklahoma) was a series of 
four addresses by George A. Buttrick, of 
Madison Avenue church, New York. 
Only other joint service was that of the 
communion on the opening night when 
ministers and members of the three 
synods participated. 


Mexican Schools Considered 


Several lively issues confronted the 
synod. One of these was a recommen- 
dation that the two Mexican schools, 
Tex-Mex and Pres-Mex, be merged under 
one administration. Strong opposition 
was marshaled against this: Most of 
the trustees, Texas-Mexican Presby- 
tery, many of the women of the synod, 
and the administration of one of the 
schools. Advocates of the merger 
frankly expressed the hope that co- 
education might lead to the establish- 
ment of Christian homes by graduates 
of the two schools instead of seeing 
these young people marry non-Chris- 
tians or be involved in so-called ‘‘mixed 
marriages’ upon their graduation. The 
girls of Pres-Mex are involved in co- 
education now, in the white schools. 
Opponents cited Latin attitudes toward 
the relationships of the sexes, feared 
unwholesome circumstances and un- 
favorable reactions on the part of 
parents, though they admitted that 
eventually co-education would probably 
come as it has elsewhere. The status 
quo was voted 86-67. 


Relations to USA Church 


Another interesting discussion in- 
volved a question of comity with Presby- 
terians, USA, in the establishment of a 
US church at Ruidoso, a New Mexico 
mountain resort. The church was or- 








ganized before it was discovered that the 
boundaries of El Paso Presbytery would 
have to be extended before it could be 
legal. Synod was asked to extend these 
boundaries. Some felt that the step was 
an unwarranted excursion into USA ter- 
ritory, that it violated comity princi- 
ples which, it was said, the USA leaders 
Others 
said that though the new church would 
be 150 miles from another US church, 


were scrupulously respecting. 


there was no violation of comity agree- 
ments. The vote to extend the bound- 
aries was approved, 44-37. Then, a 
movement of protest developed to such 
an extent that reconsideration was 
secured and the provision was voted re- 
quiring approval by the USA Synod of 
New Mexico before the action could be 
confirmed. 

One presbytery wanted to know how 
long a minister could labor outside the 
bounds of his presbytery. (It revealed 
that it did not approve of the affiliation 
of the minister or his tenuous relation 
to his own church). The standing com- 
mittee recommended a limitation upon 
such service, but the synod declined to 
place such a limit. Then it declared that 
the presbytery (and the presbytery in 
which the minister labors) have all the 
needed authority in such matters. 

The synod considered establishing a 
promotional paper of its own, looked at 
a proposed budget, then docketed the 
matter for some later consideration, 
though it exhibited no particular en- 
thusiasm for another promotional organ. 

The synod looked with interest (at 
least to the extent of appointing a com- 
mittee to make a study) on a Presby- 
terian medical center, but it turned 
down a proposal to ask participants in 
a mixed marriage to sign the same sort 
of agreement that Roman Catholics re- 
quire to be signed. 

Funds to pay for Mo-Ranch, the con- 
ference center, will be sought in the 
coming weeks, following a statewide 
conference with ministers and church 
officers meeting in San Antonio the week 
after synod. More than $750,000 is the 
goal for this objective. 


Orphans’ Home Studied 


The synod’s orphanage has. been 
studied and various suggestions were 
made about its work. Now that special 
offerings in the synod are abolished 
the home gets no Thanksgiving offering. 
The equalization fund, however, is de- 
signed to bring up any cause that falls 
below the accepted objectives which are 
approved by the synod. The trustees of 
the orphanage are being asked to con- 
sider the matter of their receiving state 
funds for the operation of the school 
on orphanage grounds and to report 
on this matter at the next meeting. 

The Kerrville property, formerly used 
for summer conferences, was sold to 
Schreiner Institute, also belonging to 
the synod, for $25,000. 

All institutions of the synod were re- 
ported in excellent condition. Schreiner 


Institute’s president, J. J. Delaney, in- 


4 


cated his intention to retire as soon as 
his suecessor could be named. 


Reorganization Approved 


Reorganization of the synod’s com- 
mittees was approved in line with the 
Assembly's action this year, and a com- 
mission will be named to make this 
action effective. 

A regular benevolence budget was 
approved calling for $391,598 for As- 


@Vhis is no ‘Southern’? problem 


sembly agencies, $283,085 for synod 
agencies. In addition, an over-and- 
above budget was approved, which in- 
cludes the Program of Progress, asking 
for $271,209 for Assembly causes, and 
$15,000 tor synod institutions (Austin 
College and Austin Seminary). 

President W. B. Guerrant, of Austin 
College, was succeeded as the synod’s 
moderator by Eugene W. McLaurin, 
Austin Seminary professor. 





Church Council Condemns 
Segregation 


Johannesburg. (RNS)—A statement 
condemning the government’s policy of 
racial segregation was adopted by the 
National Christian Council of South 
Africa at a conference here. The state- 
ment said: 


“We affirm that the fundamental 
truths we shall neglect at our peril in- 
clude: 

“1. God has created all men in His 
image. Consequently beyond all differ- 
ence remains the essential unity. 

“2. Individuals who have progressed 
from a primitive social structure to one 
more advanced should share in the re- 
sponsibilities and rights of their new 
status. 

“3. The real need in South Africa is 
not for Apartheid (separation of the 
races) but Eendrag (unity). 

“4. Citizenship involves participation 
in responsible government. The fran- 
chise should be accorded to all capable 
of exercising it. 

“5. Every child should have the op- 
portunity of receiving the best educa- 
tion that the community can give, and 
for which the child has the capacity. 

“6. Every man has the right to work 
in that sphere in which he can make the 
best use of his abilities for the com- 
mon good.” 


Anglican Church Head 
Assails Racial Policy 


Port Elizabeth, S. A. (RNS)—Geoffrey 
Clayton, Archbishop of Cape Town and 
head of the Anglican Church in South 
Africa, condemned the government’s 
policy of apartheid (segregation of the 
races) in a statement to the Provincial 
Missionary Conference which met here. 
Representatives of the Anglican Church 
from all over South Africa, the Rhode- 
sias and the Protectorates attended the 
meeting. 


“Today many people are saying that 
the way to salvation is through separa- 
tion,’’ the archbishop said. “This is a 
new idea for Christians—-we do not find 
it in the New Testament. It is said 
that we should put up more barriers. 
This is a new idea for those who were 
made members of one family in baptism. 

“The church is not the place to dis- 
cuss whether all members of God’s fam- 
ily should live next door to one another. 
Families usually find that it is better 
not to do so. But if anyone should 
say that those whom God hath joined 
together should not have fellowship and 


brotherhood let him be anathema. 
“The worst thing that can happen is 
that the church be divided racially, A 
racial church is contrary to the will of 
Christ. In the name of God let us have 
no divisions, above all no divisions of 
this kind. Brothers must be brothers. 
About that we Christians have orders.” 


Cape Town Clergy Unite 
Against Segregation 


Cape Town, South Africa.—Clergy- 
men of churches in the Western Cape 
who have non-whites in their congre- 
gations met here and formed a ‘united 
front” in opposition to the government’s 
apartheid (segregation) policy. 

The clergymen were members of the 
Dutch Reformed Mission Church, The 
Methodist Church, the Volkskerk, the 
Moravian, the Rhenish and other 
churches. 

In a statement, the ministers con- 
demned segregation as ‘opposed to 
Christian principles” and as having ‘‘no 
Biblical basis.’’ 

They said it was the duty of the Chris- 
tian Church to oppose segregation and 
that such condemnation would have 
greater force “if it comes from the 
churches collectively.” 

Meanwhile, A. J. van der Merwe, 
moderator of the Dutch Reformed 
Chureh in the Cape, declined to ex- 
press the attitude of his church towards 
segregation and the present ‘‘resistance 
campaign.’ He said, however, that a 
statement would probably be issued by 
the Synod, which will meet shortly to 
consider the matter, 


Negroes Ask Church to 
Lead Against Segregation 


Kimberley. (RNS)—South Africa’s 
Churches were called on here by the 
executive committee of the Colored Peo- 
ple’s National Union to take the lead 
in organizing a national convention to 
protest the government’s intention to 
disfranchise Negroes. 

The Union group urged Negroes every- 
where to “use whatever legitimate 
means they can to resist apartheid 
(segregation)’’ and demanded that the 
government abandon its segregation 
policy. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Loyalty to the great traditions of the Reformation 
calls for a constantly revitalizing of the church 


“The Shock Troops of Protestantism” 


PROTESTANTISM is not a cult 
P within the Christian Church. It is 
the Church of Christ. It was the 
purpose of our Reformation forefathers, 
as Governor Bradford reminds us in 
his ‘‘History of Plymouth Plantation,”’ 
to make certain that “the truth pre- 
vaile; and the churches of God reverte 
to their anciente puritie; and recover 
their primitive order, libertie, and 
bewtie. .the right worship of God, 
and discipline of Christ. . according 
to the simplisitie of the Gospel; with- 
out the mixture of man’s inventions.”’ 
So conceived, ours is the church un- 
marred by pagan perversions. If this 
church is threatened, Christianity is 
threatened and it is in peril today; 
threatened from without by the totali- 
tarian temper of our times exemplified 
politically in the communist and fascist 
movements which are rapidly winning 
the world for tyranny, and ecclesiasti- 
cally in the growing ascendancy of the 
Roman church which religiously satis- 
fies the perverted craving of modern 
man for the seeming security of an ab- 
solute authority. It is threatened from 
within by so-called ‘‘Protestants’’ who 
have lost faith in their heritage or 
through ignorance have failed to under- 
stand it. 


Need Reformed Protestantism 


To preserve Christianity we need a 
reformed and re-vitalized Protestantism 
but a reformation can never be accom- 
plished by the milktoast members of 
dilettante churches. We need some of 
the fire and iron of the Covenanters 
in at least one segment of the Protes- 
tant church that it may become a core 
of resistance and aggression. We Pres- 
byterians might well become that core, 
for as Ralph Barton Perry has pointed 
out in his invaluable work ‘Puritanism 
and Democracy,”’ 


“As Protestantism is not the rejec- 
tion of tradition Christianity but rather 
the attempt to purify and conserve it, 
so Calvinism represents the attempt to 
save Protestantism, from its enemies 
and from itself. The Calvinists were 
the shock troops of Protestantism—or- 
ganized, disciplined, and militant. 
Protestant individualism and _ secta- 
rianism tended to anarchy, and its in- 
novations to fantastic exaggeration. 
and at the same time like all religious 
movements, it was perpetually subject 
to encroachment from the world, cor- 
ruption by the fiesh, and to a loss of 
identity through compromise. To de- 
fine Protestantism, to keep it intact, to 
consolidate its gains, to spread its em- 
pire—this became the task of Calvin 
and his followers.” 


This might well become our glorious 





*Minister, First church, Lynchburg, 
Va.; an associate editor of this paper. 
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task today if we are equal to its chal- 
lenge and true to our traditions. 

To become “the shock troops of 
Protestantism” in a new reformation 
which could revitalize Christianity and 
transform our society we must be “or- 
ganized, disciplined, and militant.’ 
We must be free from encroachment 
from the world, corruption by the flesh 
and a loss of identity through comprom- 
ise. By no true test do we meet these 
standards. Consequently we must our- 
selves experience a reformation. 


Seek Greater Unity 


To be organized we must seek and 
achieve a unity of those churches which 
are plainly within the Calvinistic tradi- 
tion. Only so can we preserve our 
identity and strengthen our witness. 
We recognize essential differences in 
Protestantism. Indeed we believe that 
it is the glory of Protestantism that we 
have preserved for mankind the oppor- 
tunity religiously for the free expres- 
sion of free minds in a creative diversity 
of form and faith. 

We believe that no church has or 
can have a monopoly of faith and it 
has been our experience that religion 
languishes wherever there is a mono- 
polistic church, whether Roman or 
Protestant, and flourishes where there 
has been opportunity for difference 
and dissent. 

There are certain great traditions of 
Protestantism which in separate and 
distinct denominations have made their 
particular and important contributions 
to the sum total of our religious heri- 
tage. We believe that these differences 
have been creative, a stimulant to devel- 
opment, and that we have all been richer 
in our spiritual life for these varying 
emphases. But the effective witness 
of these great traditions within Protes- 
tantism depends upon denominational 
unity and loyalty that each tradition 
may emphasize the contribution it has 
to make. There is a reason for Calvin- 
ism as there is for Arminianism or 
Socianianism, but the same cannot be 
said for the divisions within our tradi- 
tion. We must be united as between 
our various Calvinistic churches and 
united within these churches. We must 
eliminate the bickering, backbiting, and 
belligerency which destroy our unity in 
Calvinism and our concord in Christ. 

Having first accomplished this we 
may hope to have a part in creating 
a greater unity within the larger 
church of Christ, a unity in which 
there will be no less of indentity but 
a Christian spirit of cooperation and 


a united front against the forces of 
the world which would destroy the 
values by which we live. Ours is 
the church of the golden mean and 
as such we may well be the one to 
supply the essential ministry of inter- 
pretation and reconciliation among 
the different branches of the Church 
of Christ. 


In our history we have been and 
now are both an established church and 
a dissenting group. In our government 
we stand between congregationalism on 
the one hand and the episcopal system 
on the other. In our form of worship 
we have sought a middle ground; 
neither highly liturgical nor wholly 
devoid of ritual. In many ways we are 
the church best prepared to create a 
better understanding and a greater unity 
of purpose and effort in Protestantism 
if we are only wise enough to recognize 
the-part we have to play. 


Doctrine Is Important 


More important, if we are to accom- 
plish our mission as the shock troops 
of Protestantism we Presbyterians must 
become what we once were, the chief 
interpreters of Protestant Christian 
doctrine. We have tended to be cor- 
rupted by the false conception too pre- 
valent in Protestantism that dogma is 
unimportant, that creeds and doctrine 
are non-essential. Our theological semi- 
naries and their products have some- 
times failed to emphasize as they must 
the importance of theology, for ‘‘the 
queen of sciences’ is essential to any 
faith with substance to it. Our preach- 
ers fear that their churches are empty 
because people are tired of "the dull- 
ness of dogma,” but as Dorothy Sayers 
has said, ‘“‘it is the neglect of dogma 
that makes for dullness. The Chris- 
tian faith is the most exciting drama 
that ever staggered the imagination of 
man—and the dogma is the drama.” 

But whether or not doctrinal preach- 
ing and teaching would be popular, it 
is necessary. We are engaged in a 
life-and-death struggle with materialis- 
tic paganism and in this struggle we 
are handicapped by our distrust and ig- 
norance of dogma. The strength of the 
communist lies in the fact that he 
knows what he believes and is ready 
to proclaim it with fanatical fervor 
from every soapbox and housetop. The 
appeal of the Roman Church is due 
in part to the fact that in a confused 
age it can point perplexed men and wo- 
men to a coherent and comprehensive 
system of doctrine. While we would 
not wish to emulate the authoritarian 
spirit of Moscow or Rome nor demand 
of our people the blind acceptance of 
‘a party line’’ whether political or 
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doctrinal, we must be prepared to give a 
reason for the faith that is in us. It 
is essential for the preservation of Prot- 
estant Christianity that we should. 

No church is so richly endowed as 
our own with a theological tradition 
and system of doctrine, or scholars 
capable of enlarging and interpreting 
our splendid body of Calvinistic the- 
ology in the light of modern learning 
and the growing experience of man- 
kind. 


Simplicity of Worship 


As we may preserve for Protestant- 
ism its purity of doctrine so we may 
safeguard its traditional simplicity of 
worship. Protestantism still means, as 
Dr. Perry has said, ‘‘the sweeping away 
of those intermediaries (including) the 
liturgical which tend perpetually to 
arise between man and God.” As this 
writer has had ocasion to emphasize 
before in these columns, our Protestant 
churehes seem in danger of succumbing 
to the fatal lure of liturgy and, while 
we Presbyterians have been less affected 
than some, we have not wholly escaped 
this tendency which might corrupt us 
“from the simplicity which is in Christ 
Jesus.’’ We too have erected our pseudo- 
Gothic churches in which we have 
conducted our  pseudo-Catholic 
ices to the neglect of our great tradi- 
tion which developed its own architec- 
ture, music and worship in which were 
blended with beauty the essential ele- 
ments of simplicity, sincerity, spontane- 
ity, individuality, and spirituality. 

For us, worship is centered in the 
Word of God. Christ crucified is a 
gospel to be preached, not a drama to 
be re-enacted. It is still by “the fool- 
ishness of preaching,’’ not by the ful- 
someness of ritual, that God has or- 
dained man should be saved. The Pres- 
byterian Church which has ever glori- 
fied the exposition of the Word of God 
and the proper preparation for the 
preachers of that Word, has an impor- 
tant role to play in re-directing our 
Protestant churches into the old paths 
of our forefathers, of the apostles, of 
the prophets and of Christ, himself. 


serv- 


Church Government Also 


As with doctrine and worship so it 
We must preserve 
for Protestantism and indeed for our 
secular society, the conception of re- 
presentative democracy, of liberty un- 
der law, and of freedom from authori- 
tarianism which we believe to be the 
essentials of government whether sacred 
or secular. This means something more 
than a simple adherence to the tradi- 
tional form of Presbyterianism, al- 
though this is primary and not always 
regarded with the respect it should 
receive from many who call themselves 


is with government. 


Presbyterians. 

We find in our church courts to- 
day those, on the one hand, who 
would lead us toward the anarchy 
of congregationalism with the right 
of each church to decide its own 
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destiny, together with a rebellious re- 
fusal to abide by the actions of our 
representative assemblies. 

On the other hanc we have those 
who would establish a dictatorship of 
boards, committees, or pressure groups 
quite out of keeping with our repre- 
sentative democracy. But something 
more than this is meant. We must 
preserve the principles as well as the 
form of our government. 

That we have traditionally fostered 
freedom by our opposition to all forms 
of tyranny whether of kings or of bish- 
ops is written in our history. If we, 
then, become traditors to liberty its 
last best hope is lost. Let us beware 
of those among us who are intolerant 
of liberty and enamored of authority. 
Let us guard against those ‘‘little popes” 
within our churches who are eager to 
dictate to their members and their fel- 
low-ministers what they should do and 
say and think. There are too many 
evidences in Protestantism of attempts 
to shackle the minds and consciences 
of men. We have seen in our so-called 
“free churches” such Romanish and 
totalitarian practices as _ ecclesiastical 
“witch hunts,’’ demands upon our teach- 
ers and preachers for ‘loyalty oaths,”’’ 
indexes of forbidden books, purges by 
self-appointed ‘‘defenders of the faith,” 
and similar assaults upon that liberty 
which is our heritage. 


The weakness of our Protestant 
witness is not that we have failed to 
speak with the authority of Rome 
but rather that we have failed to 
speak with the personal conviction 
of Paul. There is vast and vital dif- 
ference between the two. 


Our strength shall be as it has al- 
ways been in men and women who are 
able to speak with assurance out of 
their own religious knowledge gained 
through their study of the Word of God 
and out of their personal religious ex- 
perience of God in Christ Jesus, our 
Lord. 


“Organized, Disciplined, Militant” 


As the shock troops of Protestantism 
we must be “organized, disciplined and mi- 
litant’; organized through a greater unity 
within and between our churches, dis- 
ciplined through a new emphasis upon 
our traditional doctrine, worship and 
government, and militant in perform- 
ing our ministry and proclaiming our 
message, for we have a ministry to per- 
form and a message to proclaim which 
touch the whole of life. If we fail in 
this we shall die and we shall deserve to, 
and with us shall die our western civi- 
lization which finds its nourishing roots 
in our Christian way of life. 

We have tragically restricted our 
ministry by turning over to secular 
agencies and to the state those institu- 
tions, schools, hospitals, and charit- 
able organizations, whose genesis and 
genius were in the church of Christ. 
The result has been that both the insti- 


tutions and the churches have langu- 
ished in their separation for these are 
part of our function as the body of 
Christ. His ministry was one of teach- 
ing, healing and help. To remove 
completely from him and his church, 
education, medicine and welfare is to 
restrict his ministry and destroy their 
vitality, for there is no life for any of 
these apart from Christ. 

We have restricted our message 
as well as our ministry. The world, 
fearful of the impact of the Chris- 
tian gospel upon our pagan society 
with its materialism, wars, racial ten- 
sions, injustice, tyranny, and sensual- 
ism, constantly counsels the church 
to confine its message to “the gos- 
pel,”” and too many within the church 
are content to accept the world’s nar- 
row and distorted conception of the 
good news of God which is revolu- 
tionary in content and capabie of 
turning the world upside down. 


The gospel, as it has been proclaimed 
with power by the Calvinists of the 
past, has surely not been silent regard- 
ing the sins of society as well as the sins 
of the individual, nor failed to proclaim 
the Kingdom of God as a social reality 
as well as an inward experience. If 
we would be true to our heritage we 
must be bold to indict that which is 
un-Christian in our society and to in- 
sist that there is a Christian solution 
for the ills of mankind whether poli- 
tical, economic, social or personal. 


Man Must Be Saved 


This is only a part of our gospel how- 
ever. Though we may be concerned 
with man’s material welfare and never 
indifferent to any human need, we must 
constantly emphasize the fact that only 
as we seek and secure the salavation 
of God can man’s deepest need be met. 
No materialistic Utopia can cure 
our ills. The dislocations of our time 
are caused by the sin of man as an 
individual. The only remedy for such 
sin is personal salvation. We must 
beware of that materialistic humanism 
which appeals to our finest instincts 
but which overlooks the fact that the 
primary necessity is not that man 
should be served but that man should 
be saved. We must repudiate constantly 
the too-prevalent idea that laws, how- 
ever good and necessary, will effect a 
higher morality among men, or that 
systems, however perfect or possible, 
can regenerate society. 

What the law could not do in that it 
was weak, God accomplished in Jesus 
Christ. There is no salvation apart 
from him and our primary task is mill- 
tantly to preach Christ crucified for 
our redemption. We are committed to 
the long and arduous ministry of bring- 
ing men as individuals to their per- 
sonal Savior that he may transform 
them that they in turn may transform 
society in his name. Anything less than 
that must simply be palliative, neces- 
sary but not curative. 
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Church Groups Urge Care for Refugees 


ELIGIOUS FORCES, growing more 
R and more concerned with the 
refugee problem, are spearhead- 
ing action for a humanitarian solution. 
Indicative of the church’s attention 
to the problem, and its desire to do 
something about it, was a recent appeal 
to the United Nations made by the 
World Council of Churches and the In- 
ternational Missionary Council. 

The two church groups called upon 
the U. N. to create a new international 
body to replace the International Refu- 
gee Organization, which is slated for 
dissolution next June 30. 

In urging continued international 
aid to refugees and stateless persons, 
the religious bodies cited the ‘“‘obliga- 
tions of the churches to assist these up- 
rooted people.” They also asked the 
U. N. for an allocation of funds suffi- 
cient to assure both rapid and effective 
action. Then they called on the As- 
sembly’s Social, Humanitarian, and 
Cultural Committee ‘‘to remedy past 
deficiencies, and achieve a sound plan 
for alleviating human misery.” 


Nolde Speaks For Commission 


The appeal for refugee aid was made 
through the Commission of the 
Churehes on_ International Affairs, 
directed by O. Frederick Nolde of New 
York. He emphasized the action taken 
by the Central Committee of the World 
Council last July in England, which 
called upon member churches which are 
in a position to help, to “use their in- 
fluence on behalf of continued and in- 
creasing action for refugees.”’ 

In Rome, Pope Pius XII also ap- 
pealed for prompt action to aid refu- 
gees at an audience to a refugee fact- 
finding committee of American Congress- 
men. 

Assailing the ‘blight of peacetime 
detention camps,” the Pontiff warned 
that the Western world faces grave 
dangers unless the ‘‘agonizing’”’ refugee 
problem is swiftly solved. 

The Catholic Church, the Pontiff de- 
clared, is ‘doggedly determined to see 
this giant specter of human dereliction 
forever banished from the conscience ot 
mankind.” 

The Congressmen, who were winding 
up a month-long survey of refugee and 
displaced persons problems in Germany, 
Austria and Italy, were told by Pope 
Pius that every nation should ‘deal 
vigorously with the last remaining ob- 
stacles to full human freedom for our 
beloved refugees.”’ 


Refugee Problem Is Basic 


Two American church leaders this 
week expressed the conviction that 
European recovery and the peace of 
the world depend on a solution to the 
refugee problem, which, they agree, was 
created by the Potsdam agreement. 

One of them was Edward E. Swan- 
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New Body Is Requested 
To Replace IRO 


strom, executive director of War Re- 
lief Services of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference and chairman of 
the National Catholic Resettlement 
Council. The other was S. C. Michel- 
felder, executive secretary of the Lu- 
theran World Federation. Both re- 
cently returned from Europe where they 
studied the refugee problem and sur- 
veyed the relief and displaced persons 
projects of the organizations they repre- 
sent. 

Msgr, Swanstrom warned that Euro- 
pean recovery depends to a crucial ex- 
tent on the resettlement of nearly 12,- 
000,000 expellees. 

“No international agency has pro- 
tected the millions of expellees,’’ he 
said. “No group of governments has 
banded together to solve this problem 
which was, after all, internationally 
created. There are those, who, uncon- 
sciously sharing the un-Christian con- 
cepts of mass guilt, do not press for 
help to the expellees or for a solution 
of the immense problem.” 

Msgr. Swanstrom said German wel- 
fare agencies were told to expect an 
influx of 6,000,000 persons, but that the 
idea of mass expulsion was so ‘‘catch- 
ing’ that Germany ultimately ‘‘ac- 
cepted a flood of 12,000,000 destitute 
men, women and children.” 


Michelfelder Agrees 


Dr. Michelfelder’s report of refugee 
conditions in Central Europe paralleled 
Msgr. Swanstrom’s. He called upon the 
church to be “the conscience of nations 
in this matter.” 

The churches, he said, ‘‘must urge our 
goverment to take action so that some 
provision is made for resettlement of 
the refugees in Central Europe to as- 
sure them some measure of comfort and 
security.” 

Meanwhile, Church World Service, 
interdenominational relief agency, has 
announced that Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox denominations in this coun- 
try have provided a grand total of 26,- 
279 assurances, enabling about 60,000 
displaced persons to enter the U. S. 

The assurances given by the denomi- 
nations bind them to resettle a specific 
number of DP families. The denomina- 
tions have also pledged to provide job 
and home assurances for the refugees 
by next June 1. 

Roman Catholics in this country, 
through the National Catholic Resettle- 
ment Council, have provided 42,250 
home and job assurances up to the pres- 
ent time, involving some 85,000 per- 
sons. 

While religious forces are focusing at- 
tention on the refugee problem, they 


are also continuing their relief efforts 
to aid the needy overseas. 


“One Great Hour" Scheduled 


Church World Service has announced 
a 1950 drive for funds patterned on 
the “One Great Hour” appeal of last 
March which netted over $3,000,000. 
The campaign, which will seek contri- 
butions for relief and reconstruction 
work abroad, will be conducted over 
four major networks, and will be sup- 
ported by appeals through television, 
film strips, newspaper publicity, and re- 
ligious journals. 

A feature of the 1950 program will 
be to enlist the active listening partici- 
pation of the members of 100,000 lo- 
eal churches throughout the nation 
through denominational channels. With 
“One Great Hour of Sharing’ as its 
theme, the forthcoming drive will stress 
the Scriptural verse, “Bear ye one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law 
of Christ.” 

No Catholic 1950 appeal for relief 
funds has been made as yet, since such 
an appeal would have to originate with 
the hierarchy scheduled to meet in 
Washington, D. C., next month. Last 
year Roman Catholics in this country 
were asked to give $5,000,000 on 
Laetare Sunday for this purpose and 
Catholic school children contributed to 
a special relief fund during the season 
of Lent. 

Both Church World Service and War 
Relief Services of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference have announced 
Autumn clothing drives to aid the suffer- 
ing and needy abroad. The Protestant 
agency’s campaign is expected to bring 
total clothing receipts up to its 8,000,- 
000-lb. goal for 1949. 


CROP Has Fall Objective 


Meanwhile, the Christian Rural Over- 
seas Program (CROP) has set a goal 
of 3,500 railroad carloads of America’s 
farm products to fill friendship food 
trains for the needy overseas. CROP 
is a cooperative church relief project 
sponsored by Church World Service, 
the National Catholic Rural Life Con- 
ference and Lutheran World Relief. 

Plans call for a farm-to-farm drive, 
concentrated in 33 agricultural states, 
during each state’s harvest season. 
Timed for late October and early Novem- 
ber, the state campaigns will be aimed 
towards a dedication climax during the 
Thanksgiving season.—RNS. 
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EDITORIAL 


Our Radio Future 

Now that the Assembly's radio program 
has become well established and every- 
one sees the fundamental importance of 
it enough to provide adequately for it 
in the budget—at least, we hope it will 
be provided for satisfactorily—it may 
be well enough to make a few sugges- 
tions which could not well have been 
made before. 

All of us doubtless will agree that 
the radio program of our church has 
been well projected; it has been calcu- 
lated to serve as an effective evangeliz- 
ing agent; it has been devised in such 
a manner as to enlist the widespread 
support of the church. Now that we 
are sold on it, perhaps we can take 
some forward steps which could not 
come sooner. 

For example, it has seemed impera- 
tive that many preachers and laymen of 
many sections of the church be used; 
representative men have been sought for 
this service. The honors have been well 
and wisely bestowed. This was prob- 
ably essential in establishing a firm basis 
for a far-flung program. Now, however, 
it should not be necessary to provide 
a procession of different preachers whose 
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effectiveness on the radio may vary 
widely. We should be beyond the pam- 
pering stage to the extent that we can, 
by adequate and accurate tests, find a 
man or two or perhaps three who can 
become our voice; by whose presenta- 
tion of the truths of the gospel he can 
get an audience, he can persuade men. 

Think of the most effective radio 
programs on the air today. They are 
programs of one or few voices. They 
have a great appeal, much of which 
comes because of the continuity. 

We should find the man who can do 
this and give him a series of six weeks 
or even more. Or, it is conceivable that 
we could find the man who is so effec- 
tive that he would become our radio 
preacher, as Dr. Bonnell is now the 
preacher for National Vespers or as Dr. 
Sockman has been for years the effec- 
tive preacher from the National Radio 
Pulpit. These men get the hearing; they 
carry on the really impressive radio 
ministry. 

Our church should now forsake its 
more cautious way and seek to find the 
men who can lead us in such a ministry 
for the South. 


Inch at a Time 


Dallas Presbytery declined to approve 
the proposed amendment to the Book 
of Church Order (Paragraph 147) 
which would extend from three to five 
years the time a minister may serve a 
chureh after reaching the retirement 
age. 

The proposed amendment would 
enable a minister who had reached the 
age of 70 to be re-elected one year at 
a time ‘‘not to exceed five terms,” in- 
stead of for the present three terms. 

Opposition to this measure was inter- 
esting because it was based on a differ- 
ent idea from that which is usually 
heard, and the chief opposition came 
from men who are now in the 70-75 
age-range. In fact, it seemed that if 
they could vote on the original proposi- 
tion of allowing any extension beyond 
70 they would not hesitate to vote 
against it. This is not because they 
do not want men over 70 to be put on 
the shelf; quite the contrary. They 
seemed to be agreed that a man should 
retire from serving his present church 
at that time. 

What they protest is the effort to 
soften the blow by extending it——and 
thereby intensifying it. In the effort 
to be considerate, they seem to feel, 
the situation is unnecessarily aggra- 
vated. As one of them said, it is like 
eutting off a dog’s tail an inch at a 
time to keep it from hurting him so 
much. Therefore, it seemed, if they 
could speak from their own experience. 
they would say, terminate the relation- 
hip all at once instead of doing it three 
or five times. 

This situation is somewhat changed 
since the last Assembly provided a 
temporary modification of the retire- 
ment rules. These rules enable a man 
of 70 to be used in a splendid manner 


in a new church without affecting his 
annuity fund standing adversely (OUT- 
LOOK, May 9). 


The Reorganization 





12. OFFICE OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, Continued 


Last week we described the integra- 
tion of the Presbyterian Foundation into 
the Office of the General Assembly with 
the hope that this integration will make 
its service even more effective. 

In this connection, it is interesting 
to note that the Episcopalians, in their 
recent triennial general convention, 
established a foundation designed to at- 
tract wealthy donors. Harvey S. Fire- 
stone, Jr., one of the directors, gave it a 
vigorous endorsement. The presiding 
bishop said that while medicine and 
education “have caught the imagi- 
nation’”’ of the American people, the 
church ‘“‘has not been equally attrac- 
tive to those who are able to give in 
considerable figures.’’ Some of the out- 
standing Episcopal business men of the 
nation were placed on the board of this 
new foundation. 

It is hoped that under the new ar- 
rangement large Presbyterian gifts will 
be constantly added to the resources of 
the church through this office. 

One objective sought by the enlarge- 
ment of the responsibilities of the Office 
of the General Asembly is that of 
the elimination of duplication between 
agencies. In the past it has been neces- 
sary for the various major agencies of 
the Assembly to engage in vast pro- 
motional efforts. Each agency has main- 
tained stencils, machines, and personnel 
to care for the mailings. Some of this, 
of course, will always be necessary, but 
careful studies of the problem indicate 
that much of this can be centralized, 
handled from one point, with consider- 
able savings to be effected. 

A Warehouse and Shipping Division, 
then, is to be a part of this office, 
which will be expected to care for such 


matters. Cost of operation will be 
charged against the participating 
agencies. 


A Finance Division is also provided. 
This division of the committee will be 
responsible for the receipt and disburse- 
ments of all funds included in ‘“‘The Gen- 
eral Fund’’——Montreat, Historical Foun- 
dation, Assembly’s Training School, and 
Stillman College, in addition to activities 
now cared for through the funds of 
the Assembly’s office, and the monies 
held by the Presbyterian Foundation. 

It might be possible for a Certified 
Public Accountant to be employed full- 
time as treasurer of the General As- 
sembly. If so, such a man could assist 
greatly in aligning accounting methods, 
not only in the various agencies but 
in the churches and for the church 
courts as well. Better ways of han- 
dling our finances on all levels would 
bring us great gain. 

NEXT WEEK—Other responsibilities 
of the Office of the General Assembly. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





ba 
th 
sm 
th: 


is 








REFLECTIONS IN A GROCERY 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Man shall not live by bread alone.” 
Matthew 4:4. 


HIS IS NOT a country grocery, 
as much a club as a store. It 
is a city grocery, with no cracker 
barrels to sit on. It is not a place for 
the “carriage trade,’’ occupied only by 
smart clerks who take the orders from 
the telephones and send them out in 
polished trucks to the $30,000 (and 
up) houses. Most of the customers here 
are working people who never ordered 
groceries by telephone in their lives. 
It is not a grocery for the very poor, 
either, one of those dark holes on side 
streets where tripe and collards are 
featured and big penciled signs, NO 
CREDIT, reflect unpleasante memories 
on the dealer’s part. This is one of 
those immense, air-conditioned, bright 
and bustling super-markets, filled with 
people this Saturday morning trundling 
their wire baskets up and down the 
long aisles. There are no salesmen, 
super or sub. Every one is as prosaic 
as the sacks of onions, their minds on 
food in its less glamorous (i. e., un- 
cooked) aspects. Nevertheless, the 
whole scene gives one food for thought. 
Disguise it all one may, the fact is 
that everybody has to eat. Grocery 
and cemetery are altogether democratic. 
Not every one makes his way to the 
tax assessor’s office, not every one sees 
the inside of a jail. But we all have 
to buy groceries. Here they come down 
the aisle, neither the very rich nor the 
very poor, but still a cross section of 
America: bus driver, farmer come to 
town, sheet metal worker, engineer, 
teacher, nurse, housewives. .they all 
file past the same counters. Like all 
animals, a great deal of our time has 
to be spent getting something to eat. 
Of course all this only staves off the 
inevitable end. The last purchase for 
these customers will not be something 
to put into them but something for 
them to be put into; after the grocer 
all these years, the undertaker will take 
his profit at the end. 


UT THOUGH WE ARE all human 
B how different we are! Once upon 

a time our ancestors all ate the 
same thing for dinner, and it wasn’t 
much. You might have thought us all 
alike. But once civilization makes 
variety possible, we take advantage of 
it. Watch the contents of those baskets 
—no two alike. Human beings don’t 
even eat alike—how can we expect them 
to think alike? Here is your problem 
of democracy in a nutshell—that is, 
in a wire basket: how can people so 
different learn to live together? 

Perhaps the grocery suggests the an- 
swer as well as the question. These 
people do get along together. One can 
hang around for an hour at a time and 
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never hear a cross word. One can hear 
more snappishness in a smart depart- 
ment store any day than in a super- 
market in a week. No shoving, no 
crowding. Friendly advice from total 
strangers, friendly treatment from the 
clerks. A lonely person, one embittered 
about the human race, might well spend 
a while each day in this place, seeing 
a better side of human beings. They 
are not on display, few of them know 
any one else in the store. But the milk 
of human kindness is there, and it 
needs no refrigeration to keep it sweet. 
One sees, too, that most of the custo- 
mers are between twenty and sixty. 
Children and the aged are seldom to be 
seen. Every customer is taking away 
more than he or she could eat. Here 
is the picture of the middle years, here 
are the workers, the providers: the 
people here have the habit of thinking 
for others. “Bill likes this’’—‘‘She 
wants this kind’’—‘“The kids are crazy 
about it.” The cynics who think hu- 
manity is all selfishness and greed have 
never looked and listened in a grocery 
store. 


ing. Even the tiniest hole-in-the- 

wall carries foods from far away, 
and this great store has ransacked the 
ends of the earth. The interdependence 
of men is dramatized here. One thinks 
of the gaucho in the Argentine, the 
brown man climbing a date palm by 
the Tigris, the farmer in North Dakota, 
the orchardist in California, the men 
from the mucklands around Lake 
Okeechobee, the celery farms in Michi- 
gan, spinach fields in the Carolina coast- 
lands, cranberry bogs in Jersey. One 
sees herring from Norway, cheese from 
Holland, crabs from Japan, spices from 
the South Sea islands. These things 
were put here by steamship lines, 
factories, fisheries, canneries, bookkeep- 
ers, bankers, tinsmiths, bakers, truck- 
ers,—the whole immense range of oc- 
cupations that make possible the mir- 
acle of distribution we call a grocery 
store. No one man can do it, no hun- 
dred men. You cannot even take down 
a bottle of stuffed olives from the shelf 
without the help of thousands of per- 
sons you never saw. 

The old man fidgeting by the door 
may complain a good deal about the 
world going down hill. But when he 
remembers Peterson’s grocery which he 
used to visit when a child, where the 
cats sunned on the prunes in the win- 


To THE STORE itself is facinat- 
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dow, where everything, even oatmeal, 
was ladled out of barrels, and where 
no fresh vegetables appeared the winter 
long, the old man smiles a little. After 
all, the world may not be growing better, 
but at least grocery stores are safer 
places. Our civilization has much to 
be said for it. No other civilization at 
any place, at any time, could have made 
this gleaming store possible. After all, 
perhaps he would not be a child again. 
His grandchildren, fed from these magic 
shelves, will have a better chance at 
long life and health than he had. 


ND YET—AND YET. . .This may 
be the last word in merchandis- 
ing, but is it the last word? Do 

these people all look happy? One does 
not expect them to jump for joy 
in such a place, but is it only the ob- 
server’s fancy that paints a look of dis- 
content in too many eyes? They are 
well fed, the resources of a great civili- 
zation are within arm’s reach. But 
there is a hunger nothing here will 
satisfy. There is a something no grocery 
carries—happiness. The church on the 
next corner knows the secret, but how 
many of these people will be in such a 
place tomorrow? Yet the truth is there, 
and one could wish it written high on 
the white wall above all the other slo- 
gans: 


Man shall not live by bread alone. 
What shall it profit a man if he bought 
out the whole store—and lost his own 
soul? 
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Virginians, generally considered to 
lay great stress on their history, are 
found today to be woefully lacking in 
this subject. At least, such is reported 
by a commission of the state senate 
which recently made an inquiry into the 
teaching of Virginia history and gov- 
ernment in the public schools. A ques- 
tionnaire submitted to 902 Virginia 
freshmen in nine institutions of higher 
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learning in the state provide the data. 
Only 11 out of the 902, for example, 
could name the eight Virginia-born 
Presidents of the United States; 83 
missed George Washington! With all 
Virginia’s Confederate history, only 15 
per cent of these young people could 
name five battles of the Civil War which 
occurred on Virginia soil and 25 per 
cent could name no more than one such 
battle. Slightly more than 10 per cent 
were able to identify George Mason as 
the author of the Bill of Rights. Best 
known was Edgar Allan Poe—859 of the 
902 knew him. Virginia statutes make 
specific requirements in the teaching of 
Virginia history and the great docu- 
ments of the nation, but this emphasis 
seems to have been slighted. It would 
appear that the state legislators will 
give themselves with new emphasis to 
this demand as they study the recent 
tests. 


Synod Approves Comity 
Principles of State Council 

One action of the recent meeting of 
the Synod of Virginia, not previously 
reported in these columns, was the ap- 
proval of a two-page document of 
“Comity Principles’’ submitted by the 
State Council of Churches. Each de- 
nomination is asked to approve the list. 
By these agreed-upon principles the 
Comity Committee will seek to make it 
possible ‘“‘that no portion of the city 
(or county) shall be without adequate 
church facilities; that each church shall 
have a reasonable opportunity for 
growth and development; that no por- 
tion of the city (or county) shall be 
overchurched; and that every church 
may feel the cooperative support of the 
other churches of the city (or county).”’ 
It is recognized that actions of the com- 
mittee cannot be binding, but it is hoped 
“that the joint wishes of the churches 
arrived at through common counsel will 
lead to the acceptance of advisory judg- 
ments by the parties concerned.’ This 
provision includes Sunday schools and 


missions as well as already-established 
churches. 


Coffin Will Be Speaker at 
Reformation Day Service 

Henry Sloane Coffin, former president 
of Union Seminary, New York, now of 
Lakeville, Conn., will be the speaker at 
the Presbyterian-sponsored observance 
of Reformation Day, October 23, in 
Richmond. Using the city’s largest au- 
ditorium, the Mosque, the Presbyterians, 
with a strong committee mainly of lay- 
men, are planning for the “greatest 
united Presbyterian effort” in the city’s 
history. Great congregational singing 
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will be a feature. Expense of the effort 
will be met by private contributions; no 
offering is to be taken. It is hoped that 
the observance in future years will be 
joined in by all Protestants of the area. 


Laburnum Given for New 
Hospital Site in Richmond 

Richmond’s proposed $7,000,000 hos- 
pital will be located at Laburnum, the 
14-acre estate next to the Assembly’s 
Training School. This site, valued at 
more than $125,000, has been offered 
by David Tennant Bryan in honor of his 
father, John Stewart Bryan, and his 
grandfather, Joseph Bryan. The Train- 
ing School is located on what was for- 
merly part of the same property. Among 
the great names registered in the 
Laburnum guest book across the years 
are those of Generals Foch, Pershing 
and Petain, David Lloyd George and 
Winston Churchill. The campaign for 
funds for the hospital, which will be a 
war memorial, will be conducted during 
the coming year. 


New Churches Organized, 
Better Equipment Provided 
Newly-organized congregations in 
Norfolk Presbytery, each with about 200 
members, include: Copeland Park in 
Newport News and Willowood in Nor- 
folk. The former has been an outpost 
of the First church, Newport News, for 
some years. - Both the First and 
Royster Memorial churches of Norfolk 
provide two duplicate Sunday morning 
hours of worship. The first service, an 
hour before Sunday school, drew an 
average of approximately 100 worship- 
pers to each church during the summer. 
. . . Virginia Beach is adding a $48,000 
addition to its educational building; 
Wythe church in Hampton has a new 
$70,000 sanctuary. ...N. B. Etheridge, 
former moderator of the synod, is lead- 
ing a $100,000 home mission campaign 
in Potomac Presbytery this month. 
; . The Armistead Gardens church, 
Baltimore, is almost complete, most of 
the work in the interior having been 
done by the men of the church. 
East Hanover Presbytery has two new 
developments: the Ampthill church on 


the Petersburg Pike, sponsored by the 
Grace Covenant church of Richmond, 
and the East Laburnum church in North 
Richmond, sponsored by the Ginter Park 
church. The former has already been 
organized as a church. 


Seminary and Colleges 
Make Good Beginnings 

Union Seminary welcomed the largest 
incoming class in its history this year, 
with 76 members; total enrollment in 
residence is 159. In the junior class are 
48 ex-GIis. In the class are eight Bap- 
tists and three Methodists. Nineteen 
states are represented among the stu- 


dents, as well as Belgium, France, Ger- 
many and Korea. J. Howard Macrae has 
been added to the faculty as instructor 
in Greek and Hebrew. Professor Lucien 
Rimbault, professor of practical the- 
ology, Montpellier, France, is a visiting 
professor. . Hampden-Sydney and 
Mary Baldwin opened their sessions with 
slightly smaller enrollments than a year 
ago. Hampden-Sydney has 410 students 
compared to 416 last year; Mary Bald- 
win, 312 against 322. The Assembly’s 
Training School in Richmond enrolled 
122 students from 20 states and two 
foreign countries. 

Staunton. THOMAS H. GRAFTON. 





LAYMAN 


score was. 


Questions like these, he said: 


than ever before,” he insisted. 


Presbyterian, US, men agree. 


subscribers to our church papers. 


(This might well be reprinted in church bulletins) 


What’s the Score?’ 


The other day Bradshaw Mintener, vice president and general attorney of 
Pillsbury Mills, asked a group of leading churchmen if they knew what the 


Success in other phases of world activities, he said, is measured by the 
score. “If laymen wish to improve their churches and their ministers,’”’ he said, 
“they should ask themselves, ‘What’s the score?’ on their church activities.” 


1—What is the program, history, and tradition of my church? 
2—What is my service to the church? 
3—-What is my service, as a Christian, to the community? 
“The need for laymen to take a good look at themselves and to make an 
examination of all phases of their respective churches is today more necessary 


*OUTLOOK readers Know the score! 


They have set up as one of their major objectives this year: 50,000 new 
(This does not mean devotional books or 
The Survey (this comes in February) or synod or presbytery papers. It means 
what the Assembly means by ‘“‘church papers.’’) 

A man would be ashamed to be uninformed as a citizen, about local or 
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state affairs, about political issues, etc. A churchman ought to be equally 
ashamed to be uninformed about his church and the issues challenging the 
Christian world. 

Your chance to do something about this: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
1 North 6th Street, 
Richmond 19, Virginia 


In your important campaign for a better informed church membership, 
send your paper at your special rate for new subscribers of 34 weeks for $2.00 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Jack C. Ramsay, Jr., who has been 
studying in Edinburg, Scotland, during 
the past year, entered upon his pas- 
torate at Crane, Texas, October 15. 
Henry Austin from Dallas, Texas, to 
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Julian Lake from Bristol, Tenn., to 
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First church, Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Charles H. Brown, formerly of Spar- 
tanburg, S. C., has entered upon his 
new work 1311 Tenth St., Levelland. 
Texas. 

Irvine G. Mitchell, formerly of St. 
Louis, is now a missionary to Japan. 
Address: c/oForeign Mission Conference 
of North America, APO 317, c/oPost- 
master, San Francisco. 

I. S. deLugo, Taft, Texas, is now pas- 
tor of the Emmanuel church, 334 Haw- 
thorne St., San Antonio, Texas. 

J. A. Christian, temporarily from Rox- 
bury, Va., to First church, Raleigh. N. 
C. 

Robert Strong, a minister of the 
Orthodox Presbyterian church before he 
withdrew and became an independent 
minister, is now pastor of the First 
church, Augusta, Ga. 

E. McK. Weaver, formerly of Meri- 
dian, Miss., is now pastor of the Sher- 
wood church, Columbus, Ga. 

J. Boyce Nelson, formerly of Boone, 
Ark., is now pastor of the Tatnall 
Square church, Macon, Ga. 

James B. Bradley, Monticello, Ga., is 
the pastor-elect at Spruce Pine. N. C. 

Frank A. Brown, missionary to China, 
is serving the Gilbert, W. Va., church 
until next June. 

Hugh W. McCutchan from Lancaster, 
Mo., to Foster Falls, Va. 

William S. Porter, Dublin, Ga. is now 
the pastor of the First church, Wau- 
chula, Fla. 


AT SWEET BRIAR 

Among the guest ministers at Sweet 
Briar College, Virginia, this fall will be 
Kelsey Regen, of the First church, 
Durham, N. C., October 30. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Prophets Teach Social 


Righteousness 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 30 
Isaiah 5: 1-12. 


Scholars are agreed that the message 
recorded for us in the fifth chapter of 
Isaiah was delivered in a time of great 
prosperity, during the reign of King 
Ahaz. It was a time, as Driver says, 
when “Jerusalem had become a fash- 
ionable capital, where wealth increased 
daily, and where luxury and dress with 
their acessories, were a first object in 
everybody’s thought.” It did not seem 
possible for the nation to be more pros- 
perous or secure. The situation in 
Judah was something like that of 
America in the days after World War 
I, before the great depression and be- 
fore World War II. This fact gives 
greater value to Isaiah’s words for our 
present time. For Isaiah, unlike our 
own leaders, saw the crash coming, and 
put his finger on the fundamental cause, 


I. THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD, 
5:1-7 

The song of the vineyard was prob- 
ably delivered at some vintage festival, 
when Jerusalem was thronged with visi- 
tors from the surrounding country and 
during which the crowd was entertained 
by song and story. Dressed as a minis- 
trel, Isaiah started on a theme of great 
interest to the visitors at the fair and 
also to the people of Judah in gen- 
eral, whose chief source of revenue was 
the fruitful vineyards which crowned 
the rocky hills about Jerusalem. 

In his opening words there was no 
suggestion of the application of his 
story. In light popular musical verse 
the ministrel recited the story, win- 
ning no doubt the approving murmurs 
of his auditors, and then suddenly (vs. 
7) changed to a more solemn rhythm 
and with effective use of assonance 
(which is apparent only in the Hebrew) 
drove home his moral. R 

The story had to do with a vineyard, 
set on a fertile hillside. Its owner 
had done everything a man could do 
to insure a good yield of grapes. He 
had dug it up, and gathered out the 
stones, and planted it with the choicest 
vines. He had built a tower for the 
watchman who would guard the vine- 
yard against the marauders. He had 
hewn a wine vat (rather than a wine- 
press) out of the rock, a place to fer- 
ment and store the wine. 

The grapes however which the vine- 
yard produced were sour, unpalatable, 
and useless. Therefore there was noth- 
ing for the owner of the vineyard to 
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do, but to abandon it, and give it over 
to desolation and neglect. 

While his hearers were nodding their 
agreement, enjoying the melody and 
the high literary quality of the poem 
there came the sudden application. 
They and their nation stood condemned 
by the very laws which they followed 
in their occupation as vineyard keep- 
ers. For the vineyard, Isaiah declared, 
was Judah. God had done everything 
for the nation that he could. He had 
every right to expect good fruit, that 
is, righteousness and justice; instead 
he beheld oppression, and the cry of 
those who were oppressed rose up to 
heaven. 


Il. DENUNCIATION OF THE GUILIY 
In, the second part of the message 
we have a series of woes, pronounced 
on those who had brought forth the 
wild grapes in Jehovah’s vineyard. 
Or, carrying out the figure, we might 
say that we have a more exact descrip- 
tion of the wild grapes themselves. 


1. Covetousness and Avarice, 5:8-10 


In Isaiah’s time, when civilization was 
agricultural, rather than industrial, the 
sin of avarice, which is so often and 
so severely condemned in the Bible, 
expressed itself ‘in the inordinate de- 
sire for the possession of large estates 

.and was accompanied not by an 
increased sense of the duties of landed 
proprieters, but by the unfair or vio- 
lent ejectment of less-fortunate posses- 
sors. 

John Bayne Ascham reminds us that 
during these days Israel’s primitive 
land system was being transformed. 
The independent farmers were impover- 
ished by taxes laid to pay for wars. 
The land was taken up for loans made 
by the merchants. The farmers be- 
came serfs. Economic ruin and social 
degradation followed. This is why the 
prophets pronounced the wrath of God 
upon those who joined land to land 
and added field to field, and Jesus, fol- 
lowing them, uttered his great woes 
against the religious leaders who de- 
voured widow’s houses. 

Isaiah’s first woe, then, is directed 
against the rich landowners who grad- 
ually absorbed small holdings and 
crowded out the small holders. He 
predicted that the time would come 
when those great and magnificent 
houses would be without inhabitants; 


when five acres of land would pro- 
duce only about nine gallons of wine; 
when eleven bushels of seed would pro- 
duce only one bushel of corn. If he 
were writing now he might change the 
figure and say the time would come 
when stocks bought at $185 a share 
would drop to 85 cents. And he might 
have much to say about great corpora- 
tions which seek to crush the small 
business man by unfair competition— 
secret rebates, selling goods below cost 
—until the small competitor has been 
forced to close shop, and the like. 

In 1933, in the midst of the great 
depression, seven bishops of the Roman 
Catholic Church, declared that money, 
not man, had been the “supreme con- 
sideration, and the justifying end” of 
policies responsible for the ‘present 
tragic condition in this country.” In- 
dustry, they said, through the concen- 
tration of wealth, had vastly enriched 
industrialists and capitalists, without 
proportionate gain to the workers; ‘‘fab- 
lous fortunes” had been ‘unjustly 
amassed,” and ‘‘government denied its 
right to guard justice and the common 
good.” What was this but the old 
charge of Isaiah applied to their own 
day? How far was the charge true? 
Was it true that if capital had been 
satisfied with less and had given more 
to labor that one of the causes of 
the depression (insufficient purchasing 
power) would have been removed? 
Was the depression due in part at 
least to greed? 

In Isaiah’s day greed showed itself 
in greed for land that disregarded the 
rights of the small farmer. How does 
it chiefly manifest itself today? Is 
there a just, an equitable, distribution 
of our national wealth? Does the clerk, 
the farmer, the laborer, receive his 
share of the national income? Are 
cial miners, steel workers, today, ask- 
ing for more than their just dues? 
What consideration should be given to 
the consuming public? How should 
serious conflicts over wages and hours 
be decided? Are greed and avarice on 
the part of capital or labor endanger- 
ing our economy today? What should 
the church do to combat greed and 
avarice in the nation? 


2. Dissipation and Spiritual Blindness 
5:11-17 


Isaiah describes here those who in- 
dulge immoderately their appetite for 
drink, and who have, as a consequence, 
lost all regard for the things of God. 
They rise up early in the morning that 
they may follow strong drink. They 
tarry late at night till wine enflames 
them. The guitar and harp, tambourine 
and flute (instruments that pepped up 
the music, something like those used 
by our modern swing bands) are very 
much in evidence at their parties, but 
they have ceased to regard (it is a 
cumulative process) the doings of God, 
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neither do they any longer consider the 
operation of his hands. 

It is this spiritual dullness that ac- 
companies sensual indulgence, this loss 
of a proper sense of values, Isaiah says, 
that explains the coming devastation 
which he proclaims in the past tense, 
as though it had already come to pass. 
“Therefore my people are gone into 
captivity, their honorable men (the 
leading people of the nation) are fam- 
ished for food, and the multitude (the 
common people) are parched with thirst. 
Therefore Sheol (the abode of the dead) 
hath enlarged its desire and opened its 
mouth without measure.” Like a 
monster snapping for its prey Sheol 
was supposed to take individuals as 
they died. Now it is hungering for a 
whole nation which is dying. ‘And 
the mean man (that is, the common 
man) is bowed down and the great 
man is humbled, but Jehovah of hosts 
is exalted in justice and God the Holy 
One is sanctified in righteousness (that 
is, the eternal standard of right liv- 
ing is vindicated by the degradation and 
defeat of those that flout them).” 
Strong drink is able to bind the strong 
and the weak, the wise and the ignor- 
ant, and the nation, which through 
drink has lost its sense of values and 
has ceased to regard the Word of God, 
is headed for disaster. 

This problem of alcoholism whose ef- 
fects Isaiah so clearly recognized in 
his day is one that we still face. 

No one has ever counted the al- 
coholics in the U. S. A. but two authori- 
ties who are neither ‘‘wet”’ nor ‘‘dry’’— 
Howard W. Haggard, M. D. and E. M. 
Jellinek (director of the Yale Summer 
School of Alcohol Studies)—-have made 
some careful estimates, 

Of 100,000,000 persons of drinking 
age in this country, from 50,000,000 
to 55,000,000 drink, according to these 
authorities—-most of them so moderately 
that they show no ill effects. . Three- 
quarters of a million have become al- 
coholics to degree that they 
have impaired their physical or mental 
health. 

An official of the United States 
Health Service has rated alcoholism as 
one of the nation’s four major health 
problems. 

The alcoholic may be the 
see weaving uncertainly 
Street on Saturday night, headed for 
his own lost weekend. He may be the 
individual who drinks himself, quietly, 
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secretly, desperately, into oblivion— 
seldom, or perhaps never betraying him- 
self in public. He may be the man 
his family never talks about—the father 
whose lurching entrance can fill a room 
with silent, agonized embarrassment, or 
terror, or nervous laughter. Maybe 
he’s the drinker who waits in remorse 
and wretchedness until the street is 
empty and the house is dark before 
going home. He may be that well loved 
relative who somehow disappears from 
this family’s life. He may be at the 
wheel of a high powered machine, 
threatening death to all who meet him 
on the road, or the man who runs 
amuck with a gun, or the one who makes 
a criminal attack on a young girl. 

The victim of alcohol does not limit 
himself to making life unhappy for him- 
self, his family and his friends. He 
invariably is in trouble. He falls down 
on his business and professinal re- 
sponsibilities. He is an all-too-familiar 
figure in the courts, jails, hospitals, 
and welfare offices of the nation. 

The economic loss runs to a billion 
dollars a year; perhaps more. One 
authority, Benson Y, Landis, lists 
among the bills chargeable to alcohol- 
ism in one year: Potential wage 
losses, $432,000,000; crime, $188,000,- 
000; accidents, $89,000,000 hospital 
and medical care, $31,000,000; mainten- 
ance of drunken persons in local jails, 
$25,000,000. 

The alcoholic usually starts out as 
a social drinker, according to the Yale 
Plan authorities. For a time his partic- 
ular tendency may not be noticeable. 

But as the years pass, he more and 
more often is the person who drinks 
to get drunk, who “blacks out” at a 
party and can’t remember a _ thing 
about it the next morning, who drinks 
to overcome the effects of drinking and 
so increases his problem, who ‘‘sneaks’”’ 
drinks on the quiet, who cannot stop 
drinking even when he wants to, and 
who finally loses all control of his drink- 
ing once he has taken to drink. 

Some of those who deal with alcohol- 
ism assert that it is a disease; others 
vigorously deny it. 

Dr. Leon A. Greenbert, assistant direc- 
tor of the Laboratory of Applied Physi- 
ology says; ‘‘Though there is no way 
of proving it, we believe that early in 
our drinking careers most of us could 
have stopped drinking. But the diffi- 
culty is that few alcoholics have enough 
desire to stop drinking when there is 
yet time. .We who are familiar 
with the symptoms see large numbers 
of potential alcoholics among young 
people everywhere. But try and get 
them to see it.” 

Practically everyone who is working 
in the field of alcoholism agrees that 
there is only one remedy for it and that 
is abstinence. 

Various techniques have been intro- 
duced and used with varying success 
in helping the problem drinker achieve 
sobriety. Alcoholics Anonymous, with 


80,000 
which 


members all over the world, 
relies primarily on divine aid 
and has developed an unusual program 
of self-rehabilitation through helping 
other alcoholics, is credited by workers 
in the field with having done more to 
bring about the recovery of alcoholics 
than any other effort directed specifically 
at this problem, 

But the church is concerned not only 
with recovery, but also with prevention. 
Recognizing that there is little prob- 
ability of destroying the liquor industry 
today, the dry groups are conducting 
flanking actions. They are supporting 
such efforts as current bills before Con- 
gress to ban liquor advertising. They 
are working for the passage of local 
option laws in states where none exist. 
They are conducting educational cam- 
paigns. What is being done, in your 
community? What needs to be done? 
(Most of the foregoing material has 
been taken from the Christian Science 
Monitor, issue of May 24, 1949) 


Ill. THE VINEYARD’S APPROACHING 
RESOLUTION 


In 5:18-23 Isaiah describes other 
groups who excite the wrath of Jehovah. 
In verse 18-19 he speaks about a group 
who defiantly disavow any belief in the 
punishment of sin, or any belief in the 
moral activity of God. In vs. 20 he is 
talking about a class who justify their 
iniquitous practices by their moral 
sophistries, who pervert all moral values 
by calling evil good and good evil. We 
have such folks today. They condemn 
the old virtues as narrow, puritanic, 
tyrannical, a dangerous suppression of 
fundamental instincts. They justify the 
old vices of the human race by the 
new freedom, or the new psychology. 
In their novels and on the screen, they 
flaunt morality and glorify immorality. 
In vss. 22-23 Isaiah speaks of debauched 
judges who for a bribe or a ‘gift’ vindi- 
eate the wicked and strip the innocent 
man of his belongings. 

There follows (in vss. 24-30) a de- 
seription of the terrible Assyrian in- 
vaders whom God will allow to sweep 
over the land. 

Isaiah saw clearly that Israel’s course 
would end in ruin. The Assyrians were 
only instruments in the hands of God. 
If he were writing in the present day, 
he would tell us just as plainly that 
civilization based on injustice and im- 
morality cannot endure. The judgment 
comes in different forms in different 


ages. Today it is seen in recurrent 
depressions, revolution, communism, 
war. We are beginning to see now 


that the judgments of God pronounced 
by the Old Testament prophets work 
with all the certainty of law, the cer- 
tainty of natural law, the certainty of 
economic law. 

Naturally, for natural law, economic 
law, is God’s law. 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE BIBLE AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 
By Kathleen W. MacArthur. The Wo- 
man’s Press, New York. 95 pages, 
$2.00. 

The original declaration of indepen- 
dence is the Bible. It is man’s first 
Magna Charta, his supreme bill of 
rights. It is a revolutionary document 
which has turned the world upside 
down. Wherever the Bible has been 
read, men have been free. Wherever 
the Bible has been bound, men have 
been in chains. Churches which have 
ignored the word of God have them- 
selves degenerated into autocracies. 
Nations where the Bible has been for- 
bidden, ignored, or unknown have never 
been free. 

It is not by chance that our revolu- 
tionary forefathers came out of the tra- 
dition of the reformed Protestant 
churches. They got their ideas of de- 
mocracy and their ideals of liberty from 
the religious rebels who left their home- 
lands to come to America that they 
might secure religious freedom. They 
were children of the Reformation which 
was born of the Bible. Political free- 
dom came out of the struggle for relig- 
ious liberty. Religious liberty is not 
the creation of free societies but free 
societies are the child of religious 
liberty. And religious liberty came 
when men turned to the Bible as the 
source and substance of their faith. 

All this we should remember but we 
too easily forget. It is the purpose of Dr. 
MacArthur in her little book ‘“‘The Bible 
and Human Rights,’”’ to remind us of 
our heritage and to impress upon us 
the fact that the preservation of human 
rights depends upon the propagation of 
Christian principles as they are clearly 
enunciated in the Word of God. 
Thoroughly versed in the Bible and 
using it as her primary source, the 
author has applied the Biblical teach- 
ings of the prophets, Jesus, and St. Paul 
to a consideration of such contemporary 
documents as the United Nations Decla- 
ration of Human Rights and the Presi- 
dent’s Civil Rights Report. 

One may not accept all the conclu- 
sions or the recommendations of this 
valuable book but one cannot fail to be 
helped by it. Here we may seek to de- 





termine for ourselves and to present to 
others the will of God and the mind of 
Christ in relation to the perplexing and 
important problems of human rights 
and freedom in these days of decision. 
RUSSELL C. STROUP. 
Lynchburg, Va. 


THE CATHOLIC REFORMATION. By 
Pierre Janelle. Bruce Publishing Com- 
pany, Milwaukee. 397 pp. $4.50. 

Protestants, in emphasizing the Ref- 
ormation of Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin, 
have tended to overlook the significant 
parallel movement within Roman Ca- 
tholicism during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. Nevertheless, so 
powerful was its influence that it re- 
shaped Romanism into what has been 
called “the new Trent religion’ and 
through its missionary activity extended 
the Catholic faith geographically to the 
four corners of the world. 

Dr. Pierre Janelle, of Clermont- 
Ferrand University, France, tells with 
surprising frankness and sound erudi- 
tion the story of this movement, begin- 
ning with a vivid picture of the low 
condition into which the church had 
fallen by the end of the fifteenth cen- 
tury. His contention is that this state 
was a by-product of defective organiza- 
tion rather than false beliefs, that ‘‘the 
abuses may be shown to have sprung, 
not from mistaken notions on justifica- 
tion, the worship of saints, Purgatory, 
etc., but from the state of administra- 
tive anarchy which had prevailed since 
the Great Schism.’”’ The conclusion fol- 
lows that only through the establish- 
ment of a strong central authority could 
these abuses be checked. His discus- 
sion of the Council of Trent and its 
effect on education, literature, art, and 
scholarship is extremely well done, as 
is his outline of the influence of the 
“new Catholicism” in France, the British 
Isles, and the missionary areas through- 
out the world. 

As one would expect, Professor 
Janelle’s treatment of the Protestant 
Reformation is somewhat cavalier. He 
is eager to point out that reform move- 
ments within the Roman Church were 
under way decades before Luther and 
that’ the Christian humanists laid the 
basis four the Trentine religion. How- 
ever, after describing the frustration of 
the efforts toward a general reforma- 
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tion in the early years of the sixteenth 
century, he confesses that ‘“‘when read- 
ing the history of the period, one has 
almost the uneasy and painful impres- 
sion that a perverse fate was set on de- 
feating all reforming plans, and that 
things would never come to a head.” 
While this reviewer cannot agree 
with some of Professor Janelle’s inter- 
pretations, his book is a valuable con- 
tribution to Reformation history. Those 
who seek a more adequate understand- 
ing of the background of the present 
policies and program of Roman Ca- 
tholicism will find it profitable reading. 
JAS. I. McCORD. 
Austin, Texas. 
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PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S CONVENTION 


MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM, ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
NOVEMBER 4, 5, 6, 1949 


Timetable and Leadership 


Friday Morning, November 4 


8:00 to 11:00 REGISTRATION * ** 

11:00 to 12:15 OPENING SESSION—-THE ARENA 
PRESIDING: Everett L. Repass 
PARTICIPATING: Moderator W. E. Price, Ed- 
ward D. Grant, S. J. Patterson, Jr., Clinton Harris, 
Walter D. Eddowes 
DEVOTIONAL—wWallace M. Alston 


12:15 to 2:30 LUNCH—Auditorium Cafeteria * ** 


Friday afternoon 


2:30 to 4:30 THE SUPREME PLACE OF THE 
CHURCH 
PRESIDING: Jaseph B. Fraser 
PARTICIPATING: Nat K. Reiney, Walter D. 
Eddowes 
“FOR CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH’’—JAMES A. 
JONES 
“CHRIST’S CHALLENGE TO LAYMEN’’—-JOHN 
S. BONNELL 

4:30 to 5:30 EXHIBITS AND MOVIES * ** 


5:30 to 7:30 SUPPER—Auditorium Cafeteria 


Friday night 
7:00 to 8:00 EXHIBITS AND MOVIES * ** 
8:00 to 9:30 WHAT MEN CAN DO—-THROUGH 
CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 
PRESIDING: L. Roy Klein 
PARTICIPATING: Harry W. Flynn, Robert F. 
Lowrance, Jr., Walter D. Eddowes 
DEVOTIONAL—-WALLACE M. ALSTON 
“THE CHALLENGE TO CHRISTIAN LAYMEN” 
—LUTHER W. YOUNGDAHL 
* 9:30 to 10:30 EXHIBITS AND MOVIES * ** 


Saturday Morning, November 5 


9:00 to 10:00 EXHIBITS AND MOVIES * #*# 
10:00 to 12:00 WHAT MEN CAN DO— 
THROUGH CHRISTIAN LIVING 
THROUGH WORLD EVANGELISM 
PRESIDING: J. K. Fancher 
PARTICIPATING: Charles R. Bradford, Walter 
D. Eddowes 
“BEGIN WITH YOURSELF”’——WILLIAM M. 
ELLIOTT, JR. 
“THE WORLD TASKS OF THE CHRISTIAN”— 
WALTER H. JUDD 
12:00 to 2:00 LUNCH—Auditorium Cafeteria * ** 


Saturday afternoon 


2:00 to 4:00 WHAT MEN CAN DO— 
IN THE WORLD SITUATION 

PRESIDING: Robert F. Kennon 
PARTICIPATING: The Stillman Chorus, Law- 
rence W. Bottoms, Walter D. Eddowes 
“THE WORLD SITUATION AS IT CONFRONTS 
CHRISTIAN MEN’’—DEAN RUSK 
DISCUSSION PANEL: Robert F. Kennon, Ken- 
neth J. Foreman, Vernon S. Broyles, Walter H. 
Judd, Dean Rusk, S. Hugh Bradley 


4:00 to 4:30 EXHIBITS AND MOVIES * ** 

4:30 to 6:00 RECEPTION—AGNES SCOTT COL- 
LEGE 

6:00 to 7:30 SUPPER—aAuditorium Cafeteria 


Saturday night 


8:00 to 9:45 WHAT MEN CAN DO-—THROUGH 
MONEY 
PRESIDING: Clarence S. Johnson 
PARTICIPATING: J. Ed Edens, Walter D. 
Eddowes, Robert F. Lowrance, Jr. 
DEVOTIONAL—-WALLACE M. ALSTON 
“FORWARD WITH FAITH”’—WILBUR LAROE, 
JR. 


9:45 to 10:30 EXHIBITS AND MOVIKS * ** 


Sunday Morning, November 6 


9:30 to 10:30 WHAT MEN CAN DO—THROUGH 
CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
PRESIDING: T. Jasper Lowe 
PARTICIPATING: J. E. Dews, S. J. Patterson, 
Jr., Walter D. Eddowes 
“A MAN’S PRIMARY DUTY IN RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION’’—W. TALIAFERRO THOMPSON 

11:00 to 12:00 THE CHURCH SERVICE 
PRESIDING: Andrew R. Bird, Jr. 
“CRUSADING FOR CHRIST’—JAMES lL. 
FOWLE 

12:00 to 2:00 DINNER—Auditorium Cafeteria 


Sunday afternoon 


2:00 to 4:00 WHAT MEN CAN DO—THROUGH PER- 
SONAL DEDICATION 
PRESIDING: S. J. Patterson, Jr. 
“REVITALIZING OUR AMERICA’’—H. ROE 
BARTLE 
“WE DEDICATE OURSELVES’—C. DARBY 
FULTON 


*“OUR CHURCH AT WORK EXHIBITS’ ’—In Charge of Our Assembly Executives 
and Their Staff—EXHIBIT HALL 
**“CHRISTIAN MEN AT WORK’’—MOVIES—TAFT HALL 





Register 
Now! 


MAIL YOUR REGISTRATION FEE $3.50 
AND ROOM DEPOSIT $5.00 


Register 
Now! 








CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS 


P. O. BOX 1495 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
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